
Imagine you arrive at
school and the gates are
locked. No lights are on.
And a big sign reads
“SCHOOL CLOSED.”
What would happen if
you no longer had the
opportunity to go to get
an education?

What is your favorite
month of the year?
Why?
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Here are some quidelines to
give students a better chance

of being published.

Keep length between 50
and 100 words.

Follow directions for the
topic. Creativity is great,
but is the entry on topic?

Make sure entries are
legible.

Students’ name, school and
grade should be on each
entry.

Screen for appropriateness.
We try to avoid potentially
embarassing entries, but
sometimes it is not
obvious.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 1

To order newspapers for your classroom, call:

F: Find ten winter words
in the newspaper. Have
students use the words they
found to make a story
about winter break.

Favorite Month

Deadline: December 4, 2011
Published: Week of Jan. 1

School Closed
Forever?

Deadline: December 11, 2011
Published: Week of Jan. 8

Pretend it is your job to
write the fortunes in
fortune cookies. What
would you write?

Fortune Cookie

Deadline: December 18, 2011
Published: Week of Jan. 15

G: Grammar: Divide students into groups
and send them on a grammar hunt. Time
them as they search in the newspaper for
each of the following:

List three things you
NEED in your life and
three things you
WANT.

Needs and
Wants

Deadline: December 25, 2011
Published: Week of Jan. 22

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information. Oral Language: Students
make descriptive presentations that support unified impressions.

You and your students will find the newspaper is
full of reading, writing and math topics that

relate to everyone!

T: Take your students
through the food ads in the
newspaper. Identify foods
that are healthy and those
that are not. Discuss how
to stay fit, eat well and
exercise throughout the
winter break.

abbreviation
contraction
conjunction
interjection

past tense verb
proper noun
preposition
question

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

I: Invitation: Have your students cut out
headline words that begin with the letter
I. Now have them form silly, alliterative
sentences using only their I-words.



This week,
Kid Scoop
meets the
Spend More
Than Ya Got
bug. It’s a
dangerous bug
that often
appears at this
time of year.
But have no
fear, Kid Scoop
has the solution
— a budget!

In the 1860s Pony Express riders raced across
the countryside carrying the mail to link the

east to the west. Writing a letter is an important
way to communicate. This week, Kid Scoop

shows you step by step how to write a
letter and address an envelope.

The hope for peace is part of many of the holiday
wishes this time of year. This week Kid Scoop
publishes children’s poems and writings on the
topic of peace. Use these to prompt writing and
discussions in your classroom or home.
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topic of peace. Use these to prompt writing and
discussions in your classroom or home.

Kid Scoop gets the who, what, when and where
about college football bowl games in this

fun-filled page packed with brain teasers and
geography-based puzzles.



USE THIS SPACE TO PROMOTE
YOUR NIE PROGRAM AND

ENCOURAGE TEACHER SIGN-UPS.
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