
Name:

© 2026 Vicki Whiting, Editor  •  Je� Schinkel & Eli Smith, Graphics  Vol. 42, No. 27 - Summer Fun and Games, pg. 1

Standards Link: Reading: Follow multiple step written directions.

How many 
di�erences 

can you �nd 
between 
these two 
pictures?

Two teams must carry a dragon 
egg (water balloon) to the castle. 
Create an obstacle course and see 
who can deliver the most dragon 
eggs without popping them!

Some possible obstacles:
• Magic well (a laundry basket you must step into and out of)
• Raging rivers (twisty garden hose you have to jump over)
• Cursed caves (boxes you have to crawl through)
• Waterfall way (run through a sprinkler)
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Standards Link: Physical Education: Follow instructions to play a variety of games.

One player hides 
while everyone else 
closes their eyes and 
counts to 50. Then 
the search begins!

When you �nd 
the hider, don’t 

say a word. 
Quietly hide 
with them!

Keep going 
until only one 
seeker is left 
searching.

Ahoy! There be hidden treasure to find! (That’s 
pirate talk.) But first, you’ll need to make a proper 
map with your crew (a friend or family member!)

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

white paper tea bags
warm
water

brush crayons

Step 1: Crumple It!
Crumple the paper into a ball, smooth it out, then 
do it again and again until the paper looks very old.
 
Step 2: Tea Time!
Place a couple of tea bags in the warm water and 
let them sit for about 5 minutes. The darker the 
water, the better.
 
Step 3: Stain It!
Use the brush or crumpled paper towel to dab the 
tea water onto your paper. Blotchy looks better! 
Let it dry completely in the sun.
 
Step 4: Map It!
Hide treasures (a ball, a small toy, lemons, etc.) 
outside. Draw a map to show where each treasure 
is located. Be sure to add details like sharks, sea 
monsters, and skulls!
 
Step 5: Find It!
Set a timer. Have one person see how quickly they 
can �nd all the treasures using your map. Have 
another person try next. Who is the fastest �nder?

A new twist on a favorite game!
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Write words you find in newspaper headlines on white paper with a white crayon. Have a friend 
paint paper with watercolor. The headlines will appear. See how quickly they can find these 
words in the newspaper.

Standards Link: Reading: follow simple written steps in sequence.

Secret Message Maker

Standards Link: Physical Education: Follow rules to play games with others.

white paper
white crayon
watercolors

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:
•
•
•

A game soaked in silliness for two or more players!

1. Use jump ropes or garden hoses to create 
two island shapes a small distance apart 
from each other.

2. Each team has a bucket of water and a 
supply of sponges (or old dishcloths) on 
their island.

3. Start tossing sponges at the other islanders.

4. If your opponent catches the sponge you 
throw, you have to switch islands and be 
on their team.

5. Keep playing until everyone is soaked and 
on the same island!
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Seeking adventure, Kevin 
rode the roller coaster at 

the county fair.

SEEK
The verb seek means to 
search for something.

Try to use the word seek 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

ANSWER:
 Orlan-dough, Florida.

Standards Link: Math: Calculate sums and differences.

Do the math to see 
which summer treat 

belongs to each 
person. Draw a line 
from each treat to 

that person’s name. 
Hurry! They melt 

quickly on a 
warm day!

Noah
Jada
Vanessa
Rohan
Lucy
Owen
Katie
Amelia

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

13 - 9 = __
17 - 16 = __

3 + 5 = __
12 - 6 = __

18 - 15 = __
14 - 9 = __

2 + 0 = __
11 - 4 = __



Name:

© 2026 Vicki Whiting, Editor  •  Je� Schinkel & Eli Smith, Graphics  Vol. 42, No. 27 - Summer Fun and Games, pg. 5

Summer is a great time to read fun books. 
What book do you recommend other kids to read this summer? Why?

Best Book of the Summer

The capybara is known for being friendly. Think about someone who shows kindness or 
teamwork. Write a letter to the editor explaining why that person deserves a “Capybara Award” 
for friendliness.

Friendliness Award

Standards Link: Language Arts: Write in letter format.
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Find the words by looking up, down, backwards, forwards, sideways and diagonally.
Then see how many of these words you can find in today’s newspaper.
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ADD
BALL
CRAYONS
CRUMPLE
DRAGON
DRY
GAME
HIDE
LEMONS
TEA
TREASURE
SEEK
STAIN
SUN
WARM
WELL
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13 - 9 = __
17 - 16 = __

3 + 5 = __
12 - 6 = __

18 - 15 = __
14 - 9 = __

2 + 0 = __
11 - 4 = __


